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Howeverby goodfortune, a ladycamealongwho waswilling to let
us convert part of a property she owned for use as a clinic. She
generouslyagreedthat we could stay there rent free for 5 years.
The only downsidewas that it would take a considerablesum of
money to renovate the area, leavingus with very little reserves.
Howeverthis wasa riskwe hadto take.

After months of construction,CARAmoved to this new spacious
facility in December09. We now have a small reception area,
surgeryroom and a large terrace area to houseour rescuedcats.
Thereis a gardenareawhich, in the future financesallowing,we
plan to cover and make a wonderful environment for our cats
waiting to be adopted. We are very proud of our new facility
althoughit hasdrainedour financesconsiderably.

In August2009we receivednotice from our vet that shewas leavingto concentrateon her own
clinic in Cavite. Thiswasverybad timing aswe neededspay& neuter feesto coverour dayto day
expenses; without a full time vet this would be very difficult. Thankgoodnesswe havehad help
from volunteer vets, which at least enabledus to be open for spay/neutersurgerya few daysa
week. At presentwe arestill lookingfor a vet. It is extremelyhard to find compassionateandwell
trained vetsin the Philippines. It is evenmore difficult to find one trained in quickspayandneuter.
Fortunatelyseniorvets from nearbyclinicsare willing to train anyapplicants. We sincerelyhopea
suitablecandidateappliessoon.

Spay & Neuter Figures: 2006:  282 cats & 10 dogs         2008:  1097 cats & 50 dogs
2007:  747 cats & 15 dogs         2009:  1263 cats & 52 dogs

CARA clinic report                    

CARA CLINIC 

EDUCATION

The main long term hurdle we fight on a daily basis is the 
widespreadlack of understanding about animals. 
Children learn from their elders, and the elders view 
animals in a very poor light. Cruelty and abuse of the 
animals is, sadly, a daily occurrence. Through our 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǿŜ ŀƛƳ ǘƻ ŎǳƭǘƛǾŀǘŜ ƛƴ 
children a spirit of peaceful co-existence, if not kindness, 
to animals. 
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OurCARAclinicin Makatiwasliterally burstingat the seams. Oneroom measuringonly22 square
feet andverysoon,weŘƛŘƴΩǘhaveenoughspaceto perform surgeryandhouseour evergrowing
number of rescuedanimals. We had at least 25 cats in this spaceand the maximumwe were
allowedwas10. With limited resources,we ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘafford rent on larger facilities,so it seemed
we werecaughtin a viciouscircle.

Ultimately,our goalis to empowerstudentsto speakup for animalsandnot bepassive,uncaring
observersto their abuse. Instilling such a foundation in children will make them kind and
compassionateindividuals in every respect. Schoolswho participated this year: German
EuropeanSchool,EstebanSchoolandthe Britishschool.
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Our main focusis, and will alwaysbe, spayand neuter to control over population. Howeverwe can't
turn our backson animalsin needthat we seeon the streets.

At presentwe have216 catsand 6 dogsfor adoption. Themajority of theseanimalsare kept in our
own homesaswe do not havea shelter. ThisŘƻŜǎƴΩǘevenincludethe animalswho are sickandneed
specialcare.

In 2009 we knew we had to somehowreachout to the public and promote an adoption program.
Therefore we arrangedwith the Mall of Asia and Hobbes& Landesat Serendra, to hold regular
adoptionbooths. Thiswasnew groundfor us, finding goodcaringhomesfor our catswasthe highest
priority.

Thisproject wasvery successfulbecausenot only did we find goodhomesfor severalof our rescued
cats,we alsopromotedspay/neuterandcorrectpet ownership.

Thisyearwe had84 cats and 4 dogs adopted.

ADOPTIONS & RESCUES

Our secondadoption project was to promote the local cats as
beingworthy of goodhomes. In the Philippinesthey are generally
thought of on the samelevel asrodents. Many Filipinosonly want
purebreds as pets. We wanted to show the local people that
άƴŀǘƛǾŜέcatsarejust aslovableanddeservea chance.

Anopportunemeetingwith AlamelaRowan,anAustraliannext top
modelcontestant,brought this project to realization. Luckilyfor us,
she adores animals and is keen to promote animal welfare.
Modelsandcelebritiesin the Philippinesarereally lookedup to, so
who better to promote the localcats.

Fortunately on our CARAteam we have a member with a
photographicstudio andhusbandwho is a photographer. Theonly
thing then neededwasa cat to posewith her ςwe have100Ωǎof
those! Here is the advert we hope to promote far and wide to
makeFilipinoslook at their nativecatsin a different light.
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CARAdoesso manyrescueseachyear; on nearlyeverystreet corner in the Philippinesyou will find
an animalneedinghelp. Howeverour most memorablecasethis yearhasto be Gomer; the courage
andkindnatureof thisdogtouchedusall.

Gomer, named after singer Rick Springfield's rescued dog,was "living" in Taguig. He was  by The Strip 
where there are lots of upscale restaurants. So many people passed him by on their way to their 
expensive meals, but no one gave him a secondglance where he lay suffering under a bush. Luckily 
for Gomera CARA member did stop and look closer.

RESCUES

2 months after his rescue; Gomer already looks like a completely different dog

ANIMAL RELIEF

In 2009 devastation hit the Philippines in the shape of typhoon Ketsana. The destruction was
unimaginable; thousandsof people lost their homesand many were killed. During this stressfultime
CARAhelpedsomeof the often forgottenvictims- the animals.

1,534 anti-rabies shots were given
900 collars and leashes distributed
Countless bags of cat and dog food distributed
Hundreds of medical cases treated

This project was made possible with the support of the International Fund for Animal Welfare 
www.ifaw.org
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2010 Aims and objectives

Now establishedin our new largerclinic ,we are lookingoptimisticallyto the future but there is
still a lot to bedone. Beloware/!w!Ωǎtop 9 Aimsfor 2010.

1. CARA clinic vet - employ a vet and train him/her in quick spay and neuter.

2. Increase adoptions, we still have 200+ cats in our care.

3. Get CARA on the map; we need to work on better media coverage.

4. Promoteour EducationalModule on responsiblepet ownershipand awarenessof the Animal
Welfare Act 8485. We now have a member heading this program, therefore lots of
opportunities.

5. Fundingςthe four aimslistedbelow will not be possiblewithout externalfunding. We needto
find sponsorshipand/or support from abroad; within the Philippinesit is very hard to get
monetaryassistance. Lackof financesholdsusback everystepof the way; to date we haveno
regularsourceof financialhelp.

6. Purchaseof important equipment for the CARAclinic A) An AnestheticGasMachine- this is
lessinvasivefor the animalsand the recoverytime is muchfaster. B)An Autoclavemachineς
at the presenttime we boil our surgicalinstruments.

7. A Mobile Spayand Neuter Unit. Whilst doing animal relief work we literally sawpuppiesand
kittenseverywhere,generallynot in goodconditionandthe mothersequallysothroughlackof
goodnutrition. We reallyneedto addressthis problemby holdingfree spayandneuter clinics
in the poorerareas.

8. Make our clinic self sufficient. At the moment worrying about daily expensesand wagesis a
continualproblem. If the cliniccouldsupport itself, more fundswould be availablefor rescues
andenableusto offer more free spayandneuteroperations.

9. Trap/Neuter/Returnprogram. Subjectto finding a good vet we need to promote this program
more and find a team of dedicatedmemberswho will run it, especiallya member with a
vehiclefor transportingthe cats to the clinic. To do this programsuccessfullywe need to be
ableto offer the spayandneuteroperationsfree, gettingassociationsto payfor the operations
asprovenverydifficult, vergingon impossible.

It is unlikely we can achieve all these objectives in 2010 but it is important to have Aims, every 
animal we help along the way makes our work worthwhile.

CARA ςCompassion And Responsibility for Animals
infocaraphil@yahoo.com

www.caraphil.org

mailto:infocaraphil@yahoo.com
http://www.caraphil.org/

